
Extension Learning – MFL  

Key Stage 3 Spanish 

 

Short Stories for Beginners in Spanish 

Written for beginner to intermediate level students, designed to give a sense of 
achievement and enjoyment.  

 

Barrios de Colores 

A popular Spanish children's book about what happens when grey men take over 
the use of colour.  

 

El Libro de Gloria Fuertes 

A collection of illustrated poems and short stories enjoyed by children 
throughout Spain. 

 

Key Stage 4 Spanish 

 

Short Stories for Beginners in Spanish 

Written for beginner to intermediate level students, designed to give a sense of 
achievement and enjoyment.  

 

Parallel texts in Spanish 

Contemporary fiction in the original Spanish and in English translation. Including 
stories by Fuentes, Molinas, Marquez and Cortazar, this volume gives a 
fascinating insight into Spanish and Latin American culture and literature as well 
as providing an invaluable educational tool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 5 Spanish 

 

 Texts 

• Federico García Lorca: La casa de Bernarda Alba 

• Gabriel García Márquez: Crónica de una muerte anunciada 

• Laura Esquivel: Como agua para chocolate 

• Ramón J. Sender: Réquiem por un campesino español 

• Carlos Ruiz Zafón: La sombra del viento 

• Isabel Allende: La casa de los espíritus 

• Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer: Rimas 

• Fernando Fernán-Gómez: Las bicicletas son para el verano 

• Luis de Castresana: El otro árbol de Guernica 

• Gabriel García Márquez: El coronel no tiene quien le escriba 
Films 

• El laberinto del fauno – Guillermo del Toro (2006) 

• Ocho apellidos vascos – Emilio Martínez-Lázaro (2014) 

• María, llena eres de gracia – Joshua Marston (2004) 

• Volver – Pedro Almodóvar (2006) 

• Abel – Diego Luna (2010) 

• Las 13 rosas – Emilio Martínez-Lázaro (2007) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



French Recommended Reading List 

Key Stage 3 French 

 

French Short Stories for Beginners 

A collection of short stories with vocabulary lists and summaries to help improve 

vocabulary and reading comprehension. Also available as an audiobook.  

 

10 Bilingual Fairy Tales in English and French  

A collection of well-known fairy tales presented as parallel texts to improve 

vocabulary and reading comprehension. Also available as an audiobook.  

 

10 Bedtime Stories in English and French 

Ten short stories presented as parallel texts with included audio content.  

 

Le Petit Nicolas 

A more challenging text for intermediate French learners, consisting of charming 

short stories told from the perspective of a young French boy. 

 

Key Stage 4 French 

 

Short Stories in French 

Written for beginner to intermediate level students to provide a sense of 

achievement and enjoyment.  

 

Intermediate French Short Stories 

A captivating way to improve vocabulary and experience the culture while 

learning French.  

 

Les malheurs de Sophie 

Short and amusing tales, great for improving reading fluency.  



 

Le Petit Prince 

A more challenging novel for higher intermediate French learners, telling the 

story of a child who travels the universe gaining wisdom. 

 

Key Stage 5 French 

Texts 
 

• Molière: Le Tartuffe 

• Voltaire: Candide 

• Guy de Maupassant: Boule de Suif et autres contes de la guerre 

• Albert Camus: L’étranger 

• Françoise Sagan: Bonjour tristesse 

• Claire Etcherelli: Elise ou la vraie vie 

• Joseph Joffo: Un sac de billes 

• Faïza Guène: Kiffe kiffe demain 

• Philippe Grimbert: Un secret 

• Delphine de Vigan: No et moi 
 

Films 
• Les 400 coups – François Truffaut (1959) 

• Au revoir les enfants – Louis Malle (1987) 

• La Haine – Mathieu Kassovitz (1995) 

• L’auberge espagnole – Cédric Klapisch (2002) 

• Un long dimanche de fiançailles – Jean-Pierre Jeunet (2004) 

• Entre les murs – Laurent Cantet (2008) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Languages Magazines (Years 7-11)  

A variety of French (Bonjour, Ça Va and Chez Nous), Spanish (¿Qué Tal?) language magazines are 

available from your languages teachers- just ask!  

https://maryglasgowplus.com/subscribe  

 

News Websites  

French 

www.1jour1actu.com (simplified news stories for children in French)  

Spanish 

https://www.periodicoelgancho.com/ (simplified news stories for children in Spanish)  

BBC  

Keep up to date with stories in Europe andFranco-, and Hispanophone world on 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/ and http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/europe/ .  

There are also stories in French about francophone Africa here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/afrique and 

hispanophone South America here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo 

 

Podcasts 

https://podcast.duolingo.com/  

Improve your language skills and gain new perspectives on the world by listening to easy-to-follow, 

fascinating true stories in French/Spanish. 

 

Challenge essays 

“A different language is a different vision of life.” – To what extent do you agree? 

Design a poster outlining the importance of learning languages. 

 

https://maryglasgowplus.com/subscribe
https://www.periodicoelgancho.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo
https://podcast.duolingo.com/

